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GENEALOGY OF THE SKEODOWSKI
el AND CURIE FAMILIES

ii i I Curie family

Al
I Top6r coat of arms l Dolgga coat of arms

Eugene Curie father

Mother Father Sophie-Claire Depouilly mother

Jacques

Maria 7 XI 1867

Bronistawa Diuska

Ewa Curie-Labouisse

Helena Szalay

Helena Langevin Pierre Joliot

Maria Sklodowska came from a family of chronicle-writers. The history of the family was
put down by her father Wladystaw, brother J6zef and sister Helene. Maria herself compiled
a biography of Pierre Curie and her short autobiography. Both daughters had been writing
about her mother. In 1937, Eve Curie wrote ,,Madame Curie”.



MARIA AND PIERRE

Maria and Pierre 1895

Shortly after their wedding, 1895
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Spring 1894, Maria meets French physicist,
35-year old Pierre Cune

10 August 1894, Pierre’s letter to Maria:

It would be a beautiful thing, a thing I dare not
hope, if we could spend our life near each other
hypnotized by our dreams: your patriotic dream,
our humanitarian dream and our scientific dream.”

(S. Quinn, ,Marie Curie a Life”).

26 July 1895, Sceaux near Paris, where the civil

arriage took place

2 September 1897, The older daughter, Irene, is born.

6 December 1904, The second daughter is bom - Eve.

The Rysy peak



DISCOVERY OF RADIUM AND
POLONIUM

isie 1908). Professor of Physics Laboratory - inside the shed, 1897

in Paris and at the Ecole

shenomena relating to polarisation
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Notes of Maria and Pierre, 1898

News in Polish press

»~We suspect that the light we separated from uranium black
blende contains a so far unknown metal, with physical properties
similar to those of bismuth. If the existence of this metal were
to be confirmed, we propose to name it polonium, after the
motherland of one of us.”

M.P. Curie - 18 August 1898, discovery of polonium

~The aforementioned facts make us believe that this new
radioactive compound contains a new element which we
propose to call radium. Although we are positive that this new
compound has a very high barium content, it is still very
radioactive. Therefore, radium must be immensely radioactive.”

M.P. Curie - 26 December 1898, discovery of radium



SCIENTIFIC WORK AND PRIZE
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Nobel prize 1903 - medal

diploma

Nobel prize 1903
Receiving the Nobel prize in Stockholm in 1905, Pierre said:

»thatin criminal hands radium could become very dangerous and here one can ask if humanity is at an advantage in
knowing nature’s secrets, if it is mature enough to make use of them or if this knowledge might not be harmful to it.
The example of the discoveries of Nobel is a case in point; powerful explosives have allowed men to do admirable work.
They are also a terrible means of destruction in the hands of great criminals who lead people into war. I am among those

who think with Nobel that humanity will derive more good than bad from new discoveries.”
S. Quinn, ,Marie Curie a Life”



AID FOR POLAND
AND FRANCE, 1914-1918

Maria in the Renault laboratory car

La Radiologie

La Guerre
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Maria and Irene
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Maria’s postcard to Irene written at Verdun, 1918 Picture with American soldiers taken

in the Radium Institute, 1918

During World War I Poland became the scene of war between Russia and Germany. Marie wrote:

,In our time, when the feelings of nationalities are particularly intense ... one can only
hope for a reconciliation and durable peace between the Poles, who number 25 million,
and Russia, on the basis of absolute respect for the rights of nationalities.”

,All the Poles for whom France is, as it is for me, an adopted country to which they are
joined by profound ties of affection and gratitude, wish for the union of their compatriots

so that they can join forces with France against Germany.”
S. Quinn, ,Marie Curie a Life”
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